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What should my child care COVID-19 policy include?


Illness/exclusion policy


Screening upon arrival


Cleaning and disinfecting


Social distancing strategies


Parent drop off/pick up procedures


It should include all of the following topics



Social Distancing Examples 


child care classes should include the same group each day, and the same child care providers should remain with the same group each day. Consider creating a separate classroom or group for the children of healthcare workers and other first responders. 


Cancel or postpone special events such as festivals, holiday events, and special performances.


-Limit the mixing of children, such as staggering playground times and keeping groups separate for special activities such as art, music, and exercising.
-If possible, at nap time, ensure that children’s naptime mats (or cribs) are spaced out as much as possible, ideally 6 feet apart. Consider placing children head to toe in order to further reduce the potential for spread.


Consider staggering arrival and drop off times and/or have child care providers come outside the facility to pick up the children as they arrive. Your plan for curb side drop off and pick up should limit direct contact between parents and staff members and adhere to social distancing recommendations.



Hand hygiene stations should be set up at the entrance of the facility, so that children can clean their hands before they enter. If a sink is not available, provide hand sanitizer.


If possible, place sign-in stations outside, and provide sanitary wipes for cleaning pens between use. Keep hand sanitizer out of children’s reach and supervise use. 


Drop-off and Pick-up examples


Have child care providers greet children outside as they arrive.


Designate a parent to be the drop off/pick up volunteer to walk all children.


Infants could be transported in their car seats. Store car seat out of children’s reach.


Ideally, the same parent or designated person should drop off and pick up the child every day. 


Consider staggering arrival and drop off times and/or plan to limit direct contact with parents as much as possible. 



If Your Child Care Program Remains Open


Implement social distancing strategies


Intensify cleaning and disinfection efforts


Modify drop off and pick up procedures


Maintain an adequate ratio of staff to children to ensure safety. 


Wear face coverings (if applicable). Face coverings should NOT be put on babies and children under age two because of the danger of suffocation.


Create COVID-19 Policy/Procedure


